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Geeta Rao Gupta, Barbara Ibrahim, Ellen  
Marshall, Bruce Dick, and Judith Bruce  
 
What Is the Livelihoods Approach?  
 
Chair: Judith Bruce  
 
• Overview (30 minutes)—Simel Esim  
• An example from Africa: Rationale and current operations of the International 
Development Research Centre’s Livelihoods  
Network (10 minutes)—Jamie Schnurr  
• Discussion (20 minutes)  
Where Are Adolescents Working?  
 
Chair: Aboubacry Tall  
 
• Data on the working experiences of adolescents in developing countries (20 minutes)—
Cynthia Lloyd  
• The Egyptian module to capture male and  
female adolescent work experience in  
more depth (20 minutes)—Safa’a El- 
Kogali  
• Methods for learning and the results of an  
investigation into the mystery of the high  
proportion of girls in Pakistan who are not  
married, not reported working, and not in  
school (20 minutes)—Valerie Durrant  
• Discussion (1 hour)  
Girls’ Work and the Policy and  
Normative Environment  
 
Chair: Barbara Ibrahim  
 
• Overview of child protection measures and  
adolescent livelihoods: International  
Labour Organization’s international standards and overview of the program strategy of the 
International Programme on the  
Elimination of Child Labour (Theresa  
Smout) and country applications (Alec  
Fyfe) (30 minutes)  
• Reviewing the work/education link:  
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Available literature and alternative interpretations of the trade-ons/trade-offs  
between work and school (Simel Esim) and  
the Egyptian perspective (Sahar El-Tawila)  
(20 minutes)  
• Discussion (40 minutes)  
How Do Adolescent Girls Experience  
Their Working Conditions? What  
Contribution Does Working Make to  
Their “Adolescence”?  
 
Chair: Sajeda Amin  
 
• Perspectives from three countries on  
assessments of how girls experience work  
and how they feel about their work opportunities (2 hours)  
– Research on garment workers in  
Bangladesh—Sajeda Amin  
– The reasons young women in Jordan  
work; their families’ perceptions of  
their work; how these perceptions  
affect young women’s employment  
opportunities; and young women’s perceptions of their own work experience—Mary Kawar  
– Case studies of young working women  





Thursday, October 14  
 
What Is the Program Experience to  
Date in Supporting and/or Generating  
Livelihoods for Adolescent Girls?  
 
Chair: Sharon R. Lapp  
 
• Introduction to reiterate the livelihoods  
definition and framework and to outline  
possible domains for action (15 minutes)—Jennefer Sebstad  
• Microfinance strategies  
– Overview of microfinance strategies,  
ranging from programs that may offer a  
window to adolescents but whose primary focus is on sustainability, scale,  
and deepening financial markets to programs where financial services are part  
of an explicit social development agenda (15 minutes)—Jennefer Sebstad  
– Summary of findings from a review of  
outreach to adolescents by Bangladeshi  
microfinance institutions (15 minutes +  
5–10 minutes of discussion)—Joachim  
Victor Gomes  
– Experience of the Kenya Rural  
Enterprise Program as an example of a  
mainstream microfinance institution  
that is working with adolescent girls as  
a matter of explicit policy and program  
experimentation (20 minutes + 10 minutes of discussion)—Banu Khan,  
Annabel Erulkar, and Stephen Mirero  
– Results of interviews with Indian micro- 
finance institutions (20 minutes + 10  
minutes of discussion)—Sagri Singh  
• Other financial innovations  
– Experience of the Centre for Mass  
Education in Science in offering credit  
to 3,000 adolescent girls in the context  
of a social development scheme (15  
minutes)—Mohammad Ibrahim  
– An inquiry into the best means of offering savings opportunities for garment  
workers (15 minutes)—Joachim Victor  
Gomes  
– Discussion (30 minutes)  
• Training for enterprise development  
Chair: Simel Esim  
– How training for enterprise development can address adolescent girls’  
livelihoods needs (John Grierson) and  
comments (Harun Bhaiya and Najma  
Sharif) (45 minutes)  
– Discussion (30 minutes)  
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• Reflecting on UNICEF’s experience  
Chair: Bruce Dick  
– Discussion of knowledge acquired in  
seeking to place the issue of livelihoods  
within the context of adolescent development and rights; the divide between  
preventing child labor and encouraging  
adolescent livelihoods; and country  
experiences (1 hour)  
Wrap-up  
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